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	FARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk to the Council: Helen Penney.  
Phone: 07799 256668 email: clerk@farninghamparishcouncil.org
Web: www.farninghamparishcouncil.org 





Farningham Parish Council met in the Shand Hall at St Peter and St Paul’s Church on Wednesday, 14th January and present were five parish councillors, Sevenoaks District Councillors Alan White and Laurence Ball, six members of the public and the Clerk Helen Penney.

Fence at The Lion:
We are also very disappointed at the lack of SDC action over the requirement of a planning application for the installation of a fence alongside the river at The Lion. Cllr White confirmed SDC were awaiting Validation by way of information in line with national and local requirements, and this takes time, which is not unusual. Unfortunately this lengthy delay is symptomatic with the time SDC takes to deal with a number of planning and enforcement actions within our boundary, a fact Cllr Ball agreed did not meet the required standard.  

Local List:
We have been invited to make a list of buildings and structures of local architectural and historic interest in our village and this list will become part of Sevenoaks District Council’s local planning policy. With devolution on the horizon such lists will become important and residents can make their own suggestions direct to SDC. Further information is on their website www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/locallist

Councillor vacancies:
Unless a co-option happens before this is published, we have two vacancies on Farningham Parish Council and remain very keen to recruit councillors. Please contact our Clerk, as above, for further information.

2026/27 Budget
For 2026/27, Farningham Parish Council has requested an increase of around 52 pence per week in its share of the Council Tax for a Band D property, bringing the total parish precept to £71,108.

The precept funds street lighting, the maintenance of parish assets, staffing, new projects and more. This year, we are facing additional costs, including working towards Alban Crescent and Oliver Crescent potentially being transferred from Sevenoaks District Council to the Parish Council, which will include legal fees, higher insurance cover costs and their ongoing maintenance all of which was previously paid for by SDC. We are also progressing the Neighbourhood Plan, for which grant funding is no longer available.
Policing matters:
Cllr White has met with our new Neighbourhood Police Constable Joseph Weatherall as well as other ranking officers to discuss policing in our district. Among the topics discussed were an increased police presence and this was taken on board although officers again said they need any anti-social or criminal incidents to be reported so that they can get an idea of what is going on in the village. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is on Wednesday 11 March 2026 in the Shand Hall.   

Regular updates:
If you would like more regular updates from Farningham Parish Council they are available on Facebook or by email. To receive email updates, please complete the sign-up box at the foot of the home page www. farninghamparishcouncil.org
The Facebook link is www.facebook.com/farninghampc


Cllr Carol Salmon
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