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FARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL - Clerk to the Council: Helen Penney.

	
	Phone: 07799 256668 
Email: clerk@farninghamparishcouncil.org 
Web: www.farninghamparishcouncil.org 
Postal address: Farningham Parish Council, Farningham Village Hall,          High Street, Farningham, Dartford, Kent DA4 0DH




Farningham Parish Council (“FPC”) met in the Shand Hall (behind St Peter & St Paul’s Church) on Wednesday, 6th December 2023. Present were 4 parish councillors; plus Kent County Councillor Roger Gough (briefly); Sevenoaks District Councillor Alan White; the Clerk Helen Penney as well as 16 residents and 3 Eynsford Parish Councillors. 
We did however co-opt Kevin McGeough to fill the one remaining vacancy on the council, so if you were thinking of volunteering to become a Parish Councillor, you are too late now!

Sevenoaks District Local Plan 2040:
The consultation on Sevenoaks District Council‘s (SDC) 2024 Local Plan called “Plan 2040” is open. Our concern is focussed on their re-inclusion of an outline proposal to build 2,500 dwellings (and a sports stadium/complex) at Pedham Place, Farningham. Please do have your say at www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/plan2040  and do it by 11th January 2024. 
Farningham Parish Council is opposed to this Local Plan because of its inclusion of the Pedham Place proposal and will formulate its response after the extra FPC meeting at 7pm on Wednesday 20th December (you are welcome to attend (in Shand Hall) if you have received Trident in time) – probably starting with “FPC does not support SDC’s Local Plan 2040, largely because of inclusion of Pedham Place as a possible site for 2,500 new dwellings.”
FPC encourages you to make SDC aware of your comments now – and please also copy those remarks to our Clerk. (Note that the SDC website may give you a limited window of time for typing your response, so consider drafting your comments in a Word document first then copying your input into the SDC website page.) You will not be surprised that of the 16 residents present at our Parish Council meeting, all of them voted against the Pedham Place inclusion in the Local Plan, and they and the Parish Council will obviously be more vociferous, and repeat much of this, if an actual Planning Application is ever submitted. 
The proposal by Wasps to build a stadium (and hotel and pool etc) at Pedham Place is also opposed, for similar and additional reasons – but more on that if an application is lodged.

Note that there will be a Plan 2040 “Pop-up Session” hosted by SDC in F’ham Village Hall in the afternoon of Thursday 4th January 2024, 4:30 to 7:30pm.

A20 Road Safety (or lack of it):
FPC will meet (21st December) with Kent Highways who finally seem to recognise that something more needs to be done about the poor road safety on the A20 – mainly between Button Street and Eglantine Lane but especially within 300 metres either side of the A225 Eynsford Road junction. We at FPC have been banging on about this for a long time, but finally Kent Highways seem to be prepared to listen. Crashes kill.

Parking restrictions in the High Street, Farningham
Now that most of the shops have gone, we wonder if there is still a need to restrict parking in that part of the High Street (between The Chequers PH and Sparepenny Lane), as it is mostly residential parking there now (and unfortunately still getting ticketed). We will ask the adjacent residents if they think the parking restrictions there should be abolished now (or even just amended in some way) - but if you have a view, do contact our Clerk.

Kent Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 2024-2034: Consultation information
KCC, as Lead Local Flood Authority, has an overview role for local flood, which is flooding arising from surface runoff, ordinary watercourses and ground water. The current Local Strategy (2017-2023) needs to be replaced and a new strategy has been drafted opening on the 22nd November 2023 and running until the 30th January 2024. The consultation can be found at www.kent.gov.uk/localfloodrisk, where you can let us know your views by completing the online questionnaire.

Braeside Surgery – merger of resources with Devon Road Surgery:
Some Parish Cllrs from Eynsford, Farningham and Horton Kirby recently attended a briefing with doctors and a Practice Manager about their proposed merger of GP resources. It will not involve closure of either surgery, but will give the medical staff greater “resilience” to make sure the service does not break down in times of staff sickness etc. 
As I said, both surgeries will remain open, and certainly in the short term, both existing phone numbers will continue to operate. Patients will hardly notice the difference! But we are asked to encourage you to get your jabs at your local surgery (flu; pneumonia, shingles etc – if you are eligible), and to help them and other patients, do make sure you do not become a “no show” by not turning up for an appointment. (Heaven knows they are hard enough to get!)

Policing:
You may have noticed in the FPC newsletter delivered recently that we have a new Beat Officer: PC Matthew O’Callaghan. Also, residents are encouraged to sign up to the website www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk for updates and information on local police matters.

Road and pavement issues:
Parishioners are encouraged to report problems about our roads and pavements by entering details on the Report a Problem section on the Kent County Council website. This is a useful tool if you see flooding, fallen trees or any other highway issues. 
If you are aware of the song “Please don’t stand so close to me”, please give some thought to residents trying to drive out of Horton Way and private driveways, and don’t park too close so as to block their sight-lines. We really don’t want more white or yellow lines – while I try to think of something to rhyme with “epoxy paint”…

Updates:
Frequent updates from Farningham Parish Council are available on Facebook (at www.facebook.com\farninghampc) or by Mailchimp. For email updates, complete the sign-up box at the foot of the FPC home page at www.farninghamparishcouncil.org  

Our next regular Parish Council meeting will be at 7pm on Wednesday, 10th January 2024, upstairs in Shand Hall, down the right-hand end of Farningham church. There is an allocation of time set aside for public participation - and if you would like to attend, it helps us provide enough seating if you can contact the Clerk in advance.

On behalf of Farningham Parish Council, here’s wishing you a blessed Christmas and Prosperous New Year, Cllr Philip McGarvey
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