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	FARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Clerk to the Council: Helen Penney.  
Phone: 07799 256668 email: clerk@farninghamparishcouncil.org 
Web: www.farninghamparishcouncil.org 
Postal address: Farningham Parish Council, Farningham Village Hall, High Street, Farningham, Dartford, Kent DA4 0DH.





Farningham Parish Council met in the Shand Hall at St Peter and St Paul’s Church on Wednesday, 8th January 2025, and present were five Parish Councillors, Sevenoaks District Councillors Alan White and Laurence Ball, one member of the public and the Clerk Helen Penney.

Parish Vacancies:
Cllr Mark Keith has resigned from the Parish Council. The casual vacancy is currently advertised until 25th January 2025. If, after this date, an election is not called the Parish Council can co-opt from our next meeting on Wednesday 12th February 2025. We are now running two Councillors short and are keen to get back up to full strength. The Parish Council meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 7pm in the Shand Hall, which is adjacent to the Church. We invite anyone interested in joining us to come along to our February meeting, contact our Clerk for further information or discuss the role with any of the current Councillors.
Chair Daryl Burns thanked Cllr Keith for his service.

Budget 2025-26:
We have asked for a 3.95% increase in our portion of the Council Tax which, in monetary terms, equates to an increase of 24 pence per month for Band D dwellings. Our total Precept for 2025-26 will be £52,360 which is used for our street lights, open spaces and assets; to allow us to make donations to voluntary organisations; provide the village Christmas tree and carols event; new projects; staffing; ongoing work with Tibbalds, and more!

WATCH OUT! Website and email addresses change:
The Clerk has been asked to move our website and emails to a .gov.uk domain. Although this is not mandatory (likely to become mandatory in the near future) it was mentioned as a point for consideration in our external auditor’s report. We will keep you informed with all updates and new website information and email addresses.
	
Annual Parish Meeting:
This will be on Friday, 28th March 2025, starting at 6.30pm. This year we will be having a more informal gathering and residents will have the opportunity to meet with our community and volunteer groups as well as discuss our on-going work in relation to the proposed Neighbourhood Plan and Sevenoaks District Council’s plans for Pedham Place. Please make a date to come along; your views are very important to us. 	

Christmas Tree and Carols:
Despite the dreadful weather a healthy number of residents came to the Village Hall to see our Christmas tree and take part in Carol singing. Our thanks go to Barrie Payne for organising the music and to all those who came along. Look out for next year’s date – it will be here sooner than you think!	

New Public Bench.
Our replacement bench outside Irving’s Corner is now in place.

Regular updates:
If you would like more regular updates from Farningham Parish Council they are available on Facebook or by email. To receive email updates, please complete the sign up box at the foot of the home page www.farninghamparishcouncil.org  The Facebook link is www.facebook.com\farninghampc 

Our next Parish Council meeting is on Wednesday, 12th February 2025, 7pm in the Shand Hall, which is adjacent to the Church. There is an allocation of time for public participation and if you would like to attend please contact the Clerk via the links at the head of this page. 
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