[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]
[image: ]
image1.png
FARNINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL
NEWSLETTER WINTER 2024 pi?wég‘u?gam

Message from the Chair

Another year seems to have flown by and as prety as the photos look troughout
tnis Newsietr, I hoping we won't get to 50 100 much snow and ice. Remember
ftemperatures do crop or we get dangerous condtions, please tink o check on
any vuinerable neighbours and help them with shopping, geting thei rubbish out
for ollecion, clearing paths or st to Gve them some company.

Yellow sait bins are situated around the Vilage and this sals or using on pubic
foads and pavements only Ifyou think an area needs it and you are able, please.
use the saltto make it safe for ofhers using the roads and patfs.

Another interesting year for Famingham Parish Council and | again would ike o
thark allthe residents who have volunteered thei fime and energy into helping the
many local groups. ifyou have soms tme on your hands or even i you don't they
o'say i you want sometting done, ask a busy person’, why not ook atlocal
activites and ses f any appeal to you.

It ssems that SDC have had fo go back a step with regards o their Local Plan due.
t01the new craft National Planning Poiicy Framework. However, we have some
updates o our own on the followng page.

1 would again ke to thank all the Parish Councilrs and Helen, our Clerk, for their
tieless effort this year and fo thank Kishna Shanmuganathan, who resigned from
the Parish Councia coupl of months ago after senving for many years. His
‘support, clear tinking and reat deas wil be sorely missed. f you are Interested
in becoming a Parish Councilor(at the paint of going o pint) we have one positon
01l and our Clerk can give you detail o please contact one ofthe Parish
Councilors ifyou woud ke to have a chat.

‘Wishing you il a very Meny Chiistmas, Daryl Bums.
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Update on Pedham Piace and SDCs Local Plan.
Residents will be aware of proposals o Pedham Place t include at east 2500 new

homes and a 28,000-seat rugby stadium.

Famingham Parish Council has oined forces with Eynsford Parish Council, and
Crockenhil Parish Council o employ one of the country' top planning experts.
Tibbalds to compie the evidence o prove that Sevenoaks Distict Counci's pian's not
ftfor purpose, is notn ne with national panning policy, and nstead promotes the.
‘wrong developmen, inthe wrong place to meet our housing nesds.

‘The incaming Govermen are currenty proposing sweeping changes to National
Pranning Poiicy to allow for limited use of Greenbelties, o promote  new
‘generation of new towns, and to significantlyincrease housing targets which may
‘sound alarming to residents. However, Famingham Parish are confident that
proposals at Pedham Place do not ft the proposed new crtera and are
fundamentally unsusainable and are unviable in this locaton.

Ina recent meeting oftheir Development and Conservaton Advisory Comitiee,
‘Sevenoaks Distict Council have stated tat the delivery of the Local Plan s ey to
have been set back for at least one year o consider the new regulations when they
are confimed early in 2025. Our collective parish councils have decided o be
proactve and to contiue o buld an evidence base against Pecham Place o ensure.
tis notncluded in future feratons of the Sevenoaks Local Plan 2040.

‘Cooption
‘We curently have one councilor vacancy. The role of councilor i varied and invalves.
contibuting o Gecsions on loca poicies and issues affecing residents 5 a fantastc:
Wy 0 getinvolved i real grass foots democracy. Please contact e Clerk forfsther
‘et or one of your Parish Councilors f you would e 0 Giscuss the roe fom
‘someone with fisthand experence.

Dates for the Diary

= 300 November Darent Valley Choir Concert 7:30pm, St.Peers & St Pauls.

+ T December, Famingham Vilage Hall, Spm, carols and mulled wine.

* The Axstane Players Panto at Famingham Vilage Hall “The Wizard of Oz 31
January, 1% 7% and 8 February with matines and evening periormances each
‘Saturday hitos:/eww asstaneplayers.co uk/

+ 22nd December Nine Lessons & Carols service 4:30pm, St Peters & St Pauis.

+ 247 December Micnight Mass 11:15pm, St Peters & St Pauis.

Sth January Christingle Service 10:30am, St Peters & St Pauis.

« Famingham Annual Parish meeting —tbx

* 1467 June Famingham Fete, Market Meadow.
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“A20 safety
By the tme trs newsieters deiersd, average speed cameras and speed countown
markers should have been nstalledin the 40mph zone o the cast of Kings roundabout
(West Kingsdown side) wth improved signage and higher ski resstant surface at e
A20 main road unction with the A225.

“The Parish Counci was expecting similar work on the west side of Kings roundabout
(Swaniey sid). However, the citra necessary of the Kent & Medway Safety Camera
Fartnershipis nct met

“The Parish Counci wil confinue o highight s dangerous stretch of road aloagside the
legal ighthand tums at the A20/A225 unction and White Post HIL.

Please remember that anvone can. roblems on the roads or at
ips:/iwebappe kent gov UKIKCC KHSFauls 5 Web. Sies Puble/ReporiaF aul aspx
DID YOU KNOW?

‘Trdent,  valuable source of nformation, is the monthly magazine publshed by the.
‘Benefice of Eynsiord with Famingham 8 Lulingstone. It s packed with detais of ocal
‘events, curent afas, ocal business adverts and reports from groups and
organisations inthe local area.

“The annual costis £12 and anyons can subscribe. Please contact
‘EFLTrdentSubs@gmal.com ifyou would ke o signup-

Neighbourhood Plan
Famingham Parish Counci s curently explring the potental opportunty fo develop
aNeighbouood Plan, o include a community-led vision of how we would ke to ses
the vilage and sumounding area evolve into the future. We are also exploring the
potentia o develop a joint Neighbourhood Plan with Eynsford Parish Counci,
refiectng our simiarites in tems.of vilage character and comections o the River
Darert.

We are considering a Neighbourhood Planfor Farmingham as a posive planring
document with poicies and guidance sef out fo the next 15t0 20 years n our area,
‘which respond t the aspiraions and ambitions of ou residents. We wil nesd to
‘complement the emerging Local Plan for Sevenoaks Distic, however fwe get it
ight, our document il have equal WeIght o theirs o issues such as housing, the.
it and natural environment, community facilies, and our local economy.

We woud ke to hear ffom any residnts that would ike to gt nvolved as sithera
member ofthe proposed Stesring Group o o help develop plans and engage with
your neighbours.
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Carols and mulled wine" is back for 20241

Saturday 7 December, 5pm,
Famingham Village Hall

The tree will be illuminated on amival.

THE CAR PARK WILL BE CLOSED TO VEHICLES.

Don’t forget to bring your own cup!
*a soft arink alfemative wil be available.

Friends of Famingham
We are very gratetul o everyone that volunteers and helps o keep our vilage.

WISHING EVERYONE A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND
A HAPPY, HEALTHY, AND PEACEFUL NEW YEAR.






 

